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Fragging the Unfraggable: Scolymia australis

T
oday, fragging live corals has become almost as popular as 
collecting them. Whether you propagate coral for profit, to 
expand your own collection by trading, or simply to share 
through your local club, captive propagation brings benefits 

to all involved, wild reefs included. With the current availability of 
specialty tools, fragging rare and unique corals has now become a 
generally successful, rather than high-risk, enterprise.

The Dremel rotary tool has been invaluable to our hobby. But, 
for some sensitive corals, the trauma resulting from this method 
of cutting can be lethal. A case in point is the group of chalice-
type corals. Not so many years ago, hobbyists could expect up to 
50% frag mortality when fragging a sensitive chalice colony. This is 
because of the way the Dremel tool cuts, and the resultant transfer 
of heat to the soft tissue of the coral colony.

A little over a year ago, people began to experiment with wet 
diamond band saws (specifically the Inland DB 100). Though 
originally designed for use by jewelers and rock hounds, this tool 
has taken our hobby by storm. Wet band saws are specifically 
designed to cut rock without too much heat transfer. Word of 
mouth spread quickly across the on-line reef forums as hobbyists 

consistently found this tool to yield a high success rate for fragging 
from sensitive corals. Whereas a Dremel could yield a 50% or 
higher mortality rate on these species, the band saw yielded a 99% 
survival rate. Because of this, people began fragging many of the 
corals previously considered “unfraggable”.

I have always loved Scolymia australis for its vivid coloration, as 
well as its voracious appetite. Anyone who owns one has at one 
time or another stared in awe as its feeding tentacles greedily 
come out at night, consuming anything unfortunate enough to 
stray too close. This coral is definitely one of those previously  
considered “unfraggable”. 

These beautiful corals were previously believed to be “unfraggable”.
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One day last month, my friend Ian and I decided to frag one out. 
Ian had the band saw and I had the Scolymia, so I met up with him 
to perform the surgery. First on the list was to get some saltwater 
and povidone to use for a dip. We also needed a second bucket 
to rinse the frags. We first decided to cut the coral off of the rock it 
was attached to in order to make subsequent cutting of the actual 
polyp easier.

Once the coral was removed from the rock, we cut through the mouth 
horizontally along the mouth line. When the cut was complete, the 
pieces were dipped, placed in the rinse bucket, and then moved 
back into the tank. Almost immediately after going back in the tank, 
the polyp halves had re-inflated and looked great. The band saw 
made a smooth cut, not damaging any of the tissue.

By the end of the week, I felt the Scolymia was ready to take food. 
The first time I fed the coral, it expelled its intestines and smothered 
the mysis shrimp, slowly bringing the whole mess back inside the 

body of the polyp. It was an incredible sight and in only 30 minutes, 
the coral had completely consumed all the mysis.

At week two, the tissue of the coral was covering the opening at the 
side. Now, the animal’s entrails were confined to within its body.

At week three, the Scolymia had formed a new mouth. Strangely, 
this mouth formed at a 90-degree angle from the original mouth. 
At this point, the coral was ready to eat. I spread mysis over its 
waiting tentacles and watched as it drew all the shrimp into its 
newly formed mouth.

Time will tell how long it will take for this Scolymia to regain its 
original round shape. As of this writing, the coral has grown a 
hard skeleton where the cut exposed its intestines. The tissue has 
developed over the exposed skeleton and it’s definitely on the road 
to recovery.

In this picture, a newly fragged Scolymia rests in a mild antiseptic dip.

Look closely and you can see the line of the cut.

A newly halved Scolymia polyp.

This new Scolymia frag would appreciate some mysis shrimp.

This Scolymia is in the process of consuming some mysis shrimp.

This Scolymia has healed well from a recent fragging.



1 Here is the Scolymia australis selected for 
this demonstration.
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The thin blade of the bandsaw reduces 
vibration while cutting.

Very little soft tissue or skeleton is 
removed during this method of fragging.

The water-cooled saw blade minimizes 
heat transfer to the living polyp.

The Scolymia is now ready to be dipped 
and returned to its tank to recover.

Almost completely cut, this coral has 
suffered very little damage.

Fresh, sharp blades produce the cleanest cuts.

Cutting through the mouth of the Scolymia.

12 Don't miss RHM sponsored Reef-A-Palooza October 24 – 25.   www.reefapalooza.org

Nutra-Kol  Pty Ltd
Western Australia, Australia

www.nutrakol.com   Email: info@nutrakol.com 
Tel/fax. +61-8-9403 2287

The Red Revolution
The highest level of 
carotenoids in feed

Grow-out feed

Filter feeder feed

NutraPlus

Nutra-Kol
NUTRITION SOLUTIONS

The Red Revolution

The Revolutionary New Algal  Feed

Nutra-Kol Australia
www.nutrakol.com Email: info@nutrakol.com

Nutra-Kol USA:  Tel 858-602-9465 Fax 858-412-5326

NutraPlus is a new liquid feed for marine ornamentals based 
on Dunaliella salina microalgae. It is the only feed in the world 
solely based on pure D. salina algae grown in one of the most 
pristine environments in the world – Western Australia.
NutraPlus feeds will brighten and enhance the natural colors 
of any reef dwelling organism, from sponges and corals, to 
tropical fish. High in omega 3’s Nutraplus additives can be 
used to enrich live food organisms such as rotifers, Artemia 
and copepods.

Because of the success we had with the fi rst Scolymia, I decided to photograph and 
document the step-by-step fragging of a Bleeding Apple Scolymia, one of the most 
highly desired Scolymia morphs available. The images show the step-by-step process 
we followed to try and ensure the best possible results. This specimen actually healed 
faster than the other scolymia in terms of forming a new mouth.
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In conclusion, I feel that if this experiment is 
successful, and the coral can form a circle in 
a timely manner, it could change collection 
practices. Because of its popularity, I have seen 
a dramatic decrease in the size collected. This 
is the fi rst sign of over harvesting. With more 
hobbyists fragging Scolymia in the future, maybe 
all Scolymia australis available to us at our LFS 
will someday be farmed.

The bandsaw blade makes a clean exit from 
the coral.


